Hampsthwaite Village Plan 2006

Summary of findings:

Section 1 - Population

Q1
Most of the 258 respondents were in the 31 – 60 age group (115)
Q2
Stable community with 35% of respondents have lived in the village more than 25 years.

Q3
Most live here because of the rural location.

Q4
Most thought the quality of life in Hampsthwaite had either stayed the same or improved and cited community spirit in the village and increase in social activities as reasons.

Q5
The community, the village environment and its location were supported equally as being important

Q6
The majority wish Hampsthwaite to stay as it is.

Q7
Most respondents want either no further building development or have it restricted to low cost housing.

Q8
A majority of those who responded would not object to housing for young people .….

Q9
.…. and most who responded to this question, want owner occupation.

Q10
A majority of those questioned think there should be more guidance for builders.

Section 2 - Environment

Q11
A high proportion of the households that responded have double-glazing, loft insulation, lagged hot water tank and low energy light bulbs. About half have water meters.

Q12
A majority are aware of areas in the village with potential flooding problems and identify the lower end of Church Lane, including the Churchyard and adjacent fields down to the river bridge.

Q13
Most who responded approve of recycling and community composting came well ahead of energy saving, water metering and alternative energy sources. Recycling of plastic materials segregated rubbish collections were cited as ways to improve.

Q14
Litter is identified as a problem in Cockhill Beck, the bus shelter, grass verges and especially behind Memorial Hall. Measures suggested to address the litter problem included CCTV, improved signing, and education through village groups.

Q15
There is a need for additional or larger litter/dog mess bins suggestions included: Church Lane/near Church, Brookfield, High Street, Cricket ground, Junction of Hollins Lane/West Lane, Bottom of Rowden Lane near tyres, School, Hollins Lane, and Village Green. 

Q16
Many want the new play area fenced off to prevent dog fouling. There is some representation equally split between no dogs and dogs on leads in the play area. 

Q17
The majority say there has no change in the surrounding countryside.

Q18
A riverside walk (with a direct walk along the river to Birstwith being specifically mentioned) is a favoured improvement for the environment.

Q19
Traffic noise is seen to be the biggest cause of disturbance with light pollution the second highest concern

Section 3 – Public services

Q20
A majority want more information about the work of the Parish Council . . . 

Q21
 . . .but most have not attended am Annual Parish Meeting.

Q22
The Shop, Post Office, Pub and Restaurant are the most used services with a strong showing also for the Hairdressers.

Q23
The most popular additional service request was for a cash machine (or business that provides cash back) – there also some regret regarding the absence of a petrol service, butcher and baker but more mobile shops are suggested.

Q24
The village Post Office was commended for its excellent service and strong feelings were expressed against any possible closure.

Q25
TV and mobile phone reception are seen to be the biggest problem.  Other services which could be improved are recycling, public toilets, road repairs and street lighting.

Q26
Few expressed any opinion regarding use by the community of facilities at the School. Of those that did, Internet access and evening classes were given as options to consider.

Section 4 – Sports and recreation
Q27
The village Notice Boards, Parish Magazine and the Post Office are cited as the most effective place to publicise events and activities.

Q28
If and where already offered, cricket and keep-fit are the activities respondents would support, with tennis, bowls and football also popular.

Q29
A clear need is expressed for a gardening club, followed by creative arts with rambling, computing and a book club also gaining support.

Q30
Evening is the most popular time for any activities or events but afternoons and mornings are not without some support.

Q31
Timing and lack of transport were given as barriers to children attending after school activities. 

Q32
Slightly more than half responded to this question and expressed the greatest need for adult education

Q33
Art, computing, gardening and antiques are given as the most popular topics for additional education and training opportunities.

Q34
Regarding play area equipment, swings, slides, climbing frame, see-saw, and roundabout each attracted support from over half of those responding, closely followed by almost half supporting the need for a sports wall and a shelter.

Q35
Suggestions for other use for the play area were mixed but included: picnicking and whole village activities, football, bowls, tennis and a skate park.

Q36
To ensure the play area becomes established as an asset for the whole village good maintenance and supervision, seating and organised activities are suggested.

Q37
Feast, Christmas Market, Show, Tug o War and Village in Bloom are the most supported village events.

Q38
There is little support for twinning Hampsthwaite with another village.

Section 5 - Roads and transport

Q39
Most know where footpaths are and can use them but many think better signage and information is needed.

Q40
Mud, bushes and livestock are cited as the greatest problems regarding use of footpaths.

Q41
There is good support for the provision of maps and leaflets of local walks

Q42
Most had no opinion regarding the local bus service but those that did cited timetable and charges as the areas for improvement.

Q43
A good majority of respondents to this popular question identified speeding traffic as a concern.

Q44
There is some support for improved street lighting, cycle paths, dropped kerbs and more footpaths.

Q45
Few stated they had any car parking problems at their home.

Q46
Limited interest was expressed in car-sharing schemes.

Section 6 - Health and social care
Q47
17% of respondents were registered disabled.

Q48
Less than a third of the low response to the question thought that disabled access was a problem but there was some concern regarding lack of dropped kerns and badly parked cars.

Q49
Access to doctors and a dentist were given as the most problematic it seems because of opening times or a lack of some services locally.

Q50
Help with gardening and shopping are the area where most help is provided.

Q51
There was mixed response to the provision of a ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme in Hampsthwaite.

Q52
A low response but those who did would participate in voluntary car scheme as either driver or passenger.

Q53
Lunch clubs are the most popular of the services provided.

Section 7 - Crime and Policing

Q55
About a third know they are in a Neighbourhood Watch scheme but over a third don’t know if they are or not.

Q56
A greater police presence and more activities for young people are offered as the measures needed to reduce crime and disorder.

And Finally

Two thirds of respondents wish to have their own copy of the final report.
